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Challenges to Living in a
Multicultural Environment
The Role of the Intellectuals

M. Zohurul Islam

Introduction

The world is becoming smaller day by day. The revolution in
the information and communication technology broke down all
the barriers of geographical boundaries of different countries not
in the geo-political sense but in socio-economic and cultural
paradigm. What happens today in the western comer in any fields
of human interest reach the other the very next day. This
development in communication has become very important for
understanding each other, benefitting from the experience of each
other in any field of development.

It is generally said that familiarity breaks contempt. And so
as we go to understand each other comprehensively and intimately
we go infact to rediscover more intensively what is good in each
of us to share with. This is perhaps the essence of living in a
multicultural encironment. In another way it may be said that with
the development of science, technology. economy and s ciety as a
whole, the prospect of peaceful living in a diversity of cultural and
religious environments also increases simulteneously.

The reality

Unfortunately the reality around us nationally, regionally and
internationally goes against the thesis. The current experiances of
cross-cultural conflicts actually nullifies the hypothesis that
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“famitiarity breaks contempt'. Since culture is the collective way of
presenting one's individuals or social behaviour which has been
formed of the society's over all outlook on life and living, it is the
culture itseif that demonstrates the accumulated weaith of
civilization over the society's history. To kill a culture, therefore,
tantamoruants to killing of a society's history, civilization and
whatever of collective pride. How a culture evovles seems to be a
big question which, to my mind has a very simple answer. It is
religion with language and good heritage that form the basis of
civilization and culture, r-eligion being the dominant factor.
Because, as Clifford Geertz asserts, “Religion is sociologically
interesting not because ......... it describes the social order....... but
because, like environment, political powef, wealth, jural obligation,
personal affection and a sense of beauty, it shapes it' (1966). To
muslim, Culture is in the truest sense of the term, the expression of
the wholesome “Islamic Spirituality that encapSuiates the concept
of Allah as the creator, nourisher and sustainer of all people and
the creatives and the universal scope of Prophet Mohammad (SM)
had demolished all barries of. blood, colour and gergraphy
between men and men and welded mankind into a family. In
Islam all men formed, as it were a single bouquet of humanity.

Tl_le Crisis of Culture

If we look to the society of our couniry or any country
around we find a sharp contrast between theory and practice.
While cultire in theory refers to the superb human qualities
expressed in socio-personal behaviour, in practice, it is
demonstrated in a set of pesforming arts drawn on the stage Thus
when we say, “a cultured man', the word cultire differs from the
word we use in 'cultural funtion’;, The latter refers to the practice
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of an artistic feat which may or may not be at variance with the
taste of “a cultured man'. And by a cultured man we are tempted
to point to a man who is eniightened and uplifted with superb
virtues- such as tolerance and forbearance to others, forgiveness to
the offenders, co-operation and kindness to fellow men and
affection to the youngstars, conscious of rights of others, so on
and so forth.

Thus in any society the inkernal challenge starts from the
variance of i)racticc of culture from its theoretical conception. In
the Western societies many vices have become a part of their daily
life and hence of culture. For example, the liberal democracy is
being equated to the absolute right of doing any thing wrong or
right until and unless it affects any other man. Women's right is
being equated with sexual promiscuity and so on. The economic
concept of 'laissez-faire' has perculated on the social and cultural
spectrum irrespective of the consideration of socio-moral values.
The western society is turning day by day and more, acquisitive
and aggressively consummeristic which has created a crisis of
values and therefore, a crisis of culture. In such an environment
any discussion of sdmcthing moral and of perpetual values will be
simply frowned upon.

Modern Society's development is identified by its
development in science and technology which apparently seems to
be value- neutral. Technology will act or will be used according to
the values carried by the users. The values and for that matter the
virtues of the technologist or socio-economic or political

. mandarins are very important on building a culture rather a
technological culture. Thus a technologically advanced society
canoot achieve sustainable progress in values unless the social
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leaders are equipped with enlightened values and virtues in a given
socicty.

In the international jargon, the menace of cross-cultural
conflict seemes to be in the offing. Only a few years ago,
communism as a culture and ideology was the arch enemy to the
west. After the collapse of communism 'Islam' according to
western view Prof. Hentington has simply added an analytical
Justification to the damage already caused to the interantional
environment of culture. Thus throughout the world a climate of
intolerance is being projected particularly aiming at Islam, its
culture tacitly pointing to the nagging experience of crusades.
"Prof. Espoisito ..... sees" the present western attitude to Islam in a
clear histroical light as a continuation of the crusadian mentality”.
If this trend of illogical dubbing continues unabated, the ensuing
crisis will lead to the total destruction of human society.

The way out

It is the intellectuals who have the highest stake to do
whaterver needed in this crisis to remove the misunderstanding
already created among the various religio-cultural groups from
national to international plane. The western society characteriszed
by industrial and technological development should not vie with
economically backward oriental societies- particularly the muslim
societies. The western society is being evoded from within.

The oriental, particularly the muslim societies enjoy the
occupancy of universal, perpetual and comprehensive values
which if accorded adequate place in the socico-economic and
cultural policy planning can do a miracle which will have no
parallel -in contemporary history. Analytical development in the
western thought has already failed as Henry Kissinger rightly puts;
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No conventional theory scems to be capable of explaining
the crisis. An analytical study therfore, should be initiated by the
scholars of both the west and the east from the non-convertional
sources. No doubt these sourcs are crept in the religions of
different faiths particularly of Islam.
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Challenges to Living in a Multicultural Environment:
The Role of the Intellectuals

M. Zobhurul Islam

Secretary General BIIT
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Seminar on
OUR CULTURE : ISSUES AND CHALLENGES

Organised by
BIIT
Bangladesh Institute of Islamic Thought

Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim

A seminar on "QOur Culture : Issues and Challenges" will be held
on 2 June 1995 (Friday) al 9.15 a.m. at Sonargaon Pan Pacific
Hotel, Dhaka, under the auspices of Bangladesh Iastitute of
Islamic Thought (BIIT).

Mr. Abdur Rahman Biswas, Hon'ble President of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh has kindly consented to grace the seminar
as the Chief Guest.

“You are cordially invited to attend.

M. Zohurl Islam FcA Dr. M. Shamsher Ali
Secretary General, BIIT Chairman, BIIT

Regret Phone 503141, 862627
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9-15a.m
9-30
9-35
9.50
10-05

10-15

10-35

1045
10-50

11-05

11-35

12-00

12-20p.m
12-25

Programme

Inaugural Session
Guests take seats
Arrival of the Hon'ble President
Recitation from the Holy Qur'an
Address of welcome: Mr. Ahmed Farid
(Former Ambassador, and Secrelary), Adviser, BIIT
Synoptic presentation of the Keynote Paper :
National Professor Syed Ali Ahsan
Discussion on keynote paper ;: Mr. Mahbub Anam
Editor, The Bangladesh Timey
Address of the Chief Guest :
Mr. Abdur Rahman Biswas.

on'ble President, People's Republic of Bangladesh.
Address of the Chairman, Inaugural Session :
Dr. M. Shamsher Ali, Chzi.man. BIIT, and
Vice Chancellor, Bangladesh Oiaen University
Vote of thanks : Mr. M. Zohurul Islam FCA
Secretary General, BIIT
Teabreak
Business Session
Synoptic presentation of cther apers:
Mr. Obaidul Haque Sarker, Artiste and Colummist
Mr. Ariful Haque, Directot, Actor, Radio, TV. Stage & Film-
Discussion on papers:
Mr. Alamgir Mohiuddin, Editor, The Daily New Nation
Prof. Monsur Musa, Director General, Bangla Academy
Mr. Khan Ataur Rahman, Composer and Film maker
Mr. Fakhruzzaman Chowdhury, Eminent writer
Audience's views
Recommendations
Address of the Chairman, Husiness Session”
Mr. M. Asafuddowlah, Secretary, Ministry of Commerce
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Dr. Syad Sajjad Husain, A Young Mustim's Guide to Religions
in the World, 1992

Poet Farrukh Ahmad, Islam in Bengali Verse, translated into
English, Dr. Syed Sajjad Husain, 1992
M. Zohurul Islam FCA and Dr. A.K.M. Ahsanullah (edited),
Directory of Specialists, 1993

Dr. Syed Sajiad Husain, Civilization and Society, 1994
Shah Abdul Hannan, Social Laws of Islam, 1995

©2 BTR R @ WG, Eved S g, YR g Wi
TETATFS, S55Y |
Dr. Mohammad, Anisuzzaman and Prof. Md. Zainul Abedin
Majumder, Leadership: Western and Islamic,1996

Prof. M. Raihan Sharif, Guidelfines to Islamic Economics: Nature,
Concepts and Principles, 1996.

14, =g fory @3 wifom Acee, s 572ce 714,

© G SEETN WS, Shdb |

©3 SN WA AW, T TR - AT A, (®g AW WA
AT, SabA |

M. Zohurul Istam FCA (edited). Istamization of Academic
Disciplines [seminar proceadings], 1997

©3 IR EIfda WiE SiAeT «<e B TN WM G Jfew, o
S FFIRe FIA T (HFO, (1R G IF TAS, d55q

Dr. Muin-ud-Din Ahmad Khan, Origin and Development of
Experimental Science, 1997

58 | wrFa v W SN, FpER (75) Fo FAT TS, TR FEGE

AW S, ShdY |

3¢ | Major Zakaria Kamal, Man and Universe, 1998,

Yo | NRGYA 3T AN SIS, THETH CAfEFer AR, (1A G TP

TS, S5BY |I
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59 | T3 K I A FIES, To - 797 ¢ FT @ I w7 e,
TS HIEH AR SJAS, IS5

3t i M. Zohurul Islam Fca, Al-Zakah : An Analysis in Different
Dimensions , 1999

*® | Md. Moniruzzaman, Jihad : The international System,1999.

R0 | M. Zohurul Islam FcaA, Accounting Philosophy, Ethics and
Principies, 2000

QY ) B3 W B 519471, T @ Ao 5/1Ee, 3 R Yxrm wWALE
G FHIA] SIS, 000 |

2 | G o, B B, e @ LT O, W“WW
TS, 000 |

29 | B3 AT R WEAA SR, T HIBTS FReTO! ¢ AT
R | TIGET SSAN TP SGATS, 200 |

8. TR T ARAvA (i), o s s ol faem o
SIISTR, 100D

HITNT ATAFE

> Human Rights . Different Dimensions (seminar proceedings).

31 Dr. Syed Sajjad Husain, Interpretation of I<lam in Bengali(a
synoptic English presentation of some Islamic works into
Bengali) .

9 | Prof. Md. Athar Ali, Shah Wali Allah's Concept of ljtihad and
Taglid .

8 | Dr. Yousuf M. Islam, Miracle of Life.

¢ | Prof. KM. Mohsin, Contemporary History of Bengal .

Y| By IR R AT SRR, ST @ A S TE,
TG YIS SH ALIAA TG §

4| Dr. Muntaz Ahmad, Public Policy Maiung

IR





